Working Party on  RESTRICTED
Commodity Problems 13 September 1955

JOINT ST.TEMENT BY THE DELEGLTIONS OF
T CiNADs ~ND THE UNITED KINGDOM

. 1l,. The delegations of Canada and of the United Kingdom'consider that certain
referances to the CONTRALCTING PLRTIES to the General sAgreement on Tariffs and
Trade, at present in square brackets in the text of the Draft igreement (I/320),
are essentiel in order to ensure that the minimum link between S.C. and the
CONTRACTING PARTIES, which the great majority of the Vorking Party desire, is

- written into the igreement before, and not after, it emters into force, '

2, The roforences in quostion are the following:

ﬁrt@cle VI, parégraph 2:

"Where circumstances make it impracticable to conform precisely to the

provisions of irticles IIT and IV, a negotiating conference may draw up

an arrangement which does not conform precisely to the provis1ons of thoso

isrticles but which appears otherwise to accord with the, general principles

and objectives underlying this igreement., .ny such arrangement shall be

‘submitted to the Assenbly /and to the CONTRACTING PnRTIE_7 before it is put
" into operation and shall not operate if disapproved /by elthq_? "

Lrticle X, paragraphs 5 and 7:

"5, The issembly shall publish cither itself or jointly with other inter-
governmental organizations an annual report reviewing, to the extent that
they consider necessary consistently with paragraph 6 below, developments
in international commodity trade, including the operation of arrangements
and any other intergovernmental consultation and action in the primary
commod ity ficld, /Thu report shall be transmltted to the CONTR.CTING
P.RTIES for their obscrvations, 7"

[?7. The sssembly shall give full considoration to any observations which

the CONTR.CTING P-RTIES to the Gcneral hAgreoement on Tariffs and Trade may
make upon their annual report and shall use their best endeavours to ensuroc
that the operation of this .Jigreement and of all consultations and arrarngemant:
resulting from it accord with the spirit and objectives of the General
Agroemant;7"

Lrticlo XII, paragraph 2:

"Except wherc otherwise provided in this sgreement each Signatory shall
recognize the iLssembly as the deciding authority in all matters of principle -
rclating to comoodity arrangements /Eubgect as provided elsowhors, to
reference to the CONTR.CTING R.RTIES to the Gcnerg} sgreomont on Tariffs

“and Trad_7 "
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3.

in detail with the delegations of Brazil, Chile, Czcchoslovekia and Indoncsia
the argum\.nts for aend : ngainst the rctention of these referonces, and to conside
any emendments that may afford a reconciliation of the points of view exprossed
in the inf ormal mecting held on thc morning of 13 September 1955,

Lrticle XVI

“Z_Thls iLgreement shall entvr 1nto force as among Governments Whlch have
accepted it on the thirticth day after instruments of acceptance have
been deposited with /Luvvevieenueccacaas ./ by not less than twenty
Governments, of which not less tha.n \,:Lghtoen shall be contracting parties
to the Gencra]: hgreement 7" T

Lirticle XIX

"This. Agroement may be amended at any time by the affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the Signatories / /8ubject to the agrecment of tho CONTR.CTING
PLRTIES to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trado7 No Signatory shall
be bound by th: torms of an amendment Whlch it has not acceptcd, but the
Signatories may dccide that an amendment is of so fundamental a character
that any Signatory unwilling to ach,pt it sharl sithdzaw ‘Trom membership
at a date to be determined by the ~ssembly which shall be not less than
six months from the date on which the amendment comes into force."

The delegations of Ganada and of tac United Kingdom are ready to discuss




